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DECISION ON MARITIME TRANSPORT SERVICES

Adopted by the Council for Trade in Services on 28 June 1996

The Council for Trade in Services,

Having regard to the Annex on negotiations on Maritime Transport Services,

Having regard to the Decision on Negotiations on Maritime Transport Services, adopted at
Marrakesh on 15 April 1994,

Noting the Report of the Negotiating Group on Maritime Transport Services and the
commitments scheduled by Members in this sector,

Desiring to further the liberalization of international trade in maritime transport services
within the framework of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS),

Decides as follows:

To suspend the negotiations on Maritime Transport Services and to resume them with the (1

commencement of comprehensive negotiations on Services, in accordance with Article XIX of the
GATS, and to conclude them no later than at the end of this first round of progressive liberalization.
At an appropriate time decisions pursuant to paragraph 3 of Article XIX of the GATS will be taken on
procedures for the conduct of such negotiations. It is agreed that negotiations will be resumed on the

basis of existing or improved offers.

Members wishing to exercise their rights under paragraph 3 of the Annex on Negotiationson (2
Maritime Transport Services may do so during a period of 30 days from the date of this Decision.

Any commitments resulting from these negotiations will be inscribed in Schedules of Specific (3
Commitments annexed to the GATS.

Article 1l of the GATS and the Annex on Article Il Exemptions, including the requirementto (4

list in the Annex any measures inconsistent with most-favoured-nation treatment that a Member will
maintain, shall enter into force for international shipping, auxiliary services and access to and use of
port facilities at the same time as the conclusion of the negotiations referred to in paragraph 1. During
the course of negotiations the effects of the continued suspension of Article 11 will be kept under

review by the Council for Trade in Services.

Paragraph 4 of this Decision shall not apply to any specific commitment on maritime transport (5
services which is inscribed in a Member's Schedule.

Notwithstanding Article XXI, a Member may improve, modify or withdraw all or part of its (6
specific commitments in this sector, during a period of sixty days the end of which shall coincide with
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the conclusion of the negotiations referred to in paragraph 1. During the same period, Members shall
finalize their positions relating to MFN Exemptions in this sector.

Commencing immediately and continuing until the conclusion of the negotiations referred to (7

in paragraph 1, it is understood that Members shall not apply any measures affecting trade in maritime

transport services except in response to measures applied by other countries and with a view to

maintaining or improving the freedom of provision of maritime transport services, nor in such a
manner as would improve their negotiating position and leverage.
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Maritime Transport Services*

Members have identified individually or in groups the following objectives:

Scope of commitments (sectoral or modal)

commitments according to the Maritime Model Schedule and on sectors listed therein
commitments based on existing or improved offers as provided by decision S/L/24
commitments on a range of Maritime auxiliary services (modes 1, 2 and 3)

Limitations for reduction or elimination

eliminate in particular the following limitations concerning International freight transport (less
cabotage) (CPC7212) in modes 1, 2 and 3:

cargo reservations - o

restrictions on foreign equity participation - o
nationality requirements of board members - o
preferential taxation - o

restrictions on right of establishment - o
restrictions on vessel registration - o

Regulatory issues and additional commitments for negotiation

access to and use of port services
access to and use of services necessary for the conduct of multimodal transport operations

MFN Exemptions for reduction or elimination
elimination of MFN exemptions

* Source: World Trade Organization Website: www.wto.org
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Commitments of Saudi Arabia on Maritime Services Sector

transportation
(CPC7211) b
Freight .C
transportation
(CPC 7212) .
Rental of vessels e
with crew
(CPC 72130) .
Maintenance and .g
repair of vessels

o

=

(4) Unbound, except as
indicated in the horizontal
section

(4) Unbound,
except as indicated
in the horizontal
section*

TRANSPORT
SERVICES
Limitation on  Market | Limitation on | Additional Commitments
Access | National Treatment
A. Maritime Transport (1) None (1) None | The following services at
Services (2) None (2) None the port are made
Passagers a (3) None (3) None | available to international

maritime transport

suppliers on reasonable

and non-discriminatory

terms and conditions:

port and waterway .1
operation services
(excluding cargo
handling)

pilotage and perthing .2
Services;

navigation aid services; .3

vessel salvage and re- 4
floating services;

All other supporting .5
services for water
transport.

Moods of Supply: (1) Consumption Abroad. (2)Cross Boarder. (3)Commercial Presence. (4)Movement of National

Persons

* Unbound, except as indicated in the horizontal section: Government of Saudi Arabia has full control on movement of
labor as prescribed under Saudization Program.
Source: World Trade Organization Website: www.wto.org
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