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US_-Saudi Commercial Relations
By Amer Kayani, Minister Counselor, U.S, Embigssy; Riyadh

The meeting between President Franklin Roosevelt and King Abdulaziz on board the
U.S.8. Quincy in 1945 marked the official beginning of diplomatic relationships between fhe
Kirigdom of Saudi Arabiz and the United Stites of America. Siiice that historic meeting:that took
‘place 65 years;ago, we have had a strong and strategic relationship between the United St_at_es
and Saudi.Arabia. In fact, over the past seven decades, the relationship has grown-stronger and
broader and degpei. And there is no better way-for our two coumiries to coimé closer than te have
a strong commereial refationship.

We in the United States fully realize-that 95 percent of the worlds custoniers lie outside
the United States; therefore,.exporting is good for American business; good for American
workers and good for-American jobs. That is why President Obama set the goal of doubling U.S.
exports'in five years in his State-of the Union address in January 2010, And that is why the
Obama Administration’is committed to working with U.8, companies to help American-madc
goads and services succeed in the global market.

Saudi Arabia is the largest. €conomy in the Middle East and has the world®s largest oil
reservies. As & member of the G20, it is the political and etornemic leader of the Middle East,
and a key U.S. ally based on shared security, defense and other interests. Saudi Arabia is the
15th largest trading pariner of the United States-with a bilateral trade of $43 billion in 2610 and
also.the 12th largest destination for U.S: exports.. It shows cur strong desire.to expand our frade
and commercial relationship with each other. '

In 2010, we exported $11.6 billion worth of goods to Sandi Arabia, an increase of 7.40%
from the previous year. The Saudi govermment is committed to-diversifying the nation™s
econoniy beyond oil and to ereating a knowledge-based economy focused on education,
technology, and financial services. The U.S. companies 4re eager to partner with their Saudi
counterparts to meet these pressing economic development and diversification needs. In fact, we
already have a Jong and mutually heneficial history of parinerships between Sandi and American
companies. Saudi subsidiaries of American-owned firms aré woven inté the fabric of the Saudi
economy. They support thousands of jobs, spend large amounts on resedrch and developmenit

aniiually, and pay salaries totaling hundreds of millions of dollars.
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Our message to the Saudi business community is straightforward: We want to trade more
with Saudi Arabia. To help; accomplish this objective, the United States Foreign Commercial
Service has pianned 26 trade missions from Saudi.Arabia ta the United States over the nekt 26
shonths (see list} These trade missions are an important part of trade promotion and a pracfical
step this government can take-to encourage bilateral wrade. | encourage our Saudi friends to use
this. opportumtytq meet with American companies, These trade missions are in addition to
‘'saveral trade missions that travel to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from the United States to meet:
with. Saudi business people at their home front.

In addition to trade, Wwe also welcome Saudi tourism and investments into the United
States. The United States is well-established as the prime destination for foreign direct
investment due to its unparatieled efforts in facilitating international capitat flows and sustaining
open markets. The United States has benefited tremendously from this open. investment policy.
In 2009 alone, the United States received approximately $130 billion in foreign direct
investment. We recognize that such foreign investment helps drive the 1.S. economy by
coniributing to job creation, economit vitality, and innovation. Saudi firms can be assured that
the United States provides a transparent and nondiscriminatory investment climate, where both
demestic and fareign-owned coinpanies are treated equally.

Let me assure you that-we are dedicated to ensuring that the United States continues to
offei the most hospitable environment to Saidi business coramunity. As head of commercial
affhirs at the 1.8, Embassy, [ intend to work closely with our Saudi ftiends to further strengtheri
our vital connection with the Saudi business community.
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Start End . Contact
Trade Mission/Event actar. | Location :
rade M /Eyen Seet Date Date nca
The 2011 National Assaciation of , i . ‘ Yaysef
: v ’ ~Aipre-1 ] b-Anpr-li R ’
Broadcasters (NAB) Show Broadcasting/ICT L-Ape-il | 3d-Apr-21 | LasVegas
Ishtiag
Offshore Technoldgy Conference Energy-Oll 2-May 1t 5-fMay-di | Houston
- Habeeb
. . 1 2-hlaw ’ "
WasteExpo 2011 Environimental -hftay-11 1 Ma: Dallas. Shuja
L ISBOr 1 '-:.r_ Az~ . 3
_U!“;DL’.]C Certified Defense Trade Defense. 1M1 T7-May Riyadh Ahmed
Mission 11 /
Pow Wow Tourism 22-Mayis z_‘..:~May-- . Sar.l . Maisa
13 Francisey
The National Rastaurant Assdciation 2w ' Wasif
Restaurant, Hotél-Motel Show (NRA | Hospitality e Chicago
‘Shoiv} e
Americah Water Works Association .. ) . Washingtoh | Shujs
Enviro Bunay | igendl - :
(AWWA) Environmental 12-Hine Sdun g .
Annual Meeting and Clirnical [ Maher
Libloratory Expoof the Amgrican i L .
. N Healthcare/Medical | 24-tur-11 $-dut-13 Atlant
Association for Clinical Chemistry sitheare/ ‘ ’ ma
{ance)
Gasimr
AAPEX/SEMA SHOW (Automative N - .
C . ; vy - None-11, A i
Aftermarket industry Wieh) Automotive INevIt | $-Now ' lasVegas | Shujs
Yasser
:;:r;ar-ﬁen 2011 (Nuclear Power Nuclear i%-Dec-il | 45-0ee-dl | LasVegas Habeen
AHR EXPO ‘AJC & Hedling 23-jan-12 | 2S-an-i2. | Chicago Habesh
] Yasser
World 6f Concrete Construction 23-Jan-11 | 26-Jan-32 | LasVeges
_Abuelgasim
' [ Ishtiaq
Offshore Technology Conference Qil & Gas A0-Apri2 | 4-fday-12 | Houston
{oTC) ! .
! Habeeb
WastaExpo 2012 Environment 4-May-12 | 3-May-12 | tasVegas | Shujauddin
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“The Natignal Restaurant Assaoclation

22-May~

: /R 19-Mays L Chicago \
‘Restaurant, Hotel-Motei Show (NRA) | TOTe/ ReStRUTANt WAL | 4o icago Wasit
National Fire Protection Association . . . .
S " i : Safety/S 1¥-fun-iz. | 13-dun-12 | LasW i
{NFPA) Conference & Expo ety/Securtty U asVegas Maisa
[nfFormation
InfoComm, Communication il-un-iz | 17Jun-12 | Lasvegas | Ahmed
Tectinology
HBA Glgbal Expasition Cosimetics 28-Jim-12 | 30-fun-12 | TBD Hanein
American Water Works Water Technologies | 10-lsn-12 1a4un-12 § Dallas $huja
{#iNExpo International Mining 2Sep12 | 268ep-12 | Lasvegas .| Habeeb
High PointMarket Fall Furnitire 13-048-12 | 16613 :'g_h Point, | wasif
" fid-0ct Wid-Qct
{ ice & Repair Week . .
'i:: ;\nﬁ-;;mve Service & Repair Wee Automativé fo Early {o Early 18D Abuelgasim
- Nov-i2 Hov-12

. . . . San ..

Greenbuild Expo 2012 Construction 14-Mov-12 | 16-Nov-1Z Yousef
Francisco

‘Greater New York Dental Meating Medicai{Hea‘!thcare 23-Nov-t2 | 28-Nov-12 | New York Mahear
Interservice/industiy Training & Training & . .
. . i 3-Omg-il FDiee.11 : i
Education Conference Education REds. bed Oriarido Hanain
Pawer-GEN Imternational Enargy 1:-Dec-12 | 13-Dee-12 | Orando Habeeb




