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Final Recommendations of the Symposium 
By Royal approval that the Symposium will be held periodically every two years, with generous 

patronage from HRH Prince Dr. Mansour Bin Muteb Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, the Minister of 

Municipal and Rural Affairs, the first Built Environment Development Symposium this year 

entitled "Real Estate Development and Sustainable Housing" was organized by College of 

Architecture and Planning ,University of Dammam and Eastern Chamber of Commerce with the 

support of many real estate development companies and relevant community institutions, from 17 - 

19 November 20 h 25 - 27 Oct 2010 In Dammam, Saudi Arabia.  

 

Having concluded the Symposium events, participants convey their thanks and appreciation to his 

Royal Highness Prince Dr. Mansour bin muteb bin Abdulaziz Al Saud municipal and Rural Affairs 

Minister on patronizing the Symposium, participants are also expressing their thanks and gratitude 

to his Royal Highness Prince Mohammed Bin Fahad Bin Abdulaziz, the Prince of the Eastern 

Province for his continuing care of the comprehensive urban development movement in the Eastern 

Province under the dignified efforts of Government of the custodian of the two Ho;;y Mosques.  

 

The participants concluded the event with the following recommendations:  
1. Support outreach efforts among governmental, academic and practical institutions to deal with 

and reach effective solutions to pressing issues of the society; and value the cooperation between 

academics represented in universities with government agencies represented with the municipalities 

and the secretariats and other relevant agencies to establish a system that encourages sustainable 

building and reduces cost.  

2. Build a futuristic understanding of the real estate and housing issues that meets the prerequisites 

of environmental, social and economic sustainability in a scientific and realistic manner away from 

arbitrary decisions and establish a strategic framework guaranteeing harmony between the 

aspirations of the real estate sector and the aspirations of society in providing appropriate housing 

environment for all categories of residents, with a clear role for popular participation in 

development schemes on the level of planning, design and implementation .  

3. Improve real estate development education and practice and link them to relevant knowledge and 

disciplines such as Architecture, Construction, Urban Planning, Management, Business 

Administration, Economics and others; and develop programs in estate postgraduate and Masters 

levels that take into account and understand human dimensions of the society and the local and 

global market forces and that contribute to the rehabilitation of young cadres to work in marketing 

real estate rather than resorting to foreign companies.  

4. Attain the shift towards sustainable architecture and development concepts that is based on good 

knowledge base contributing to the production of high-performance buildings and planning 

solutions that serve as the nucleus of human societies achieving desired added values such as 

sustainability, productivity, comfort, flexibility, economic feasibility, rational use of energy and 

resources and use of renewable energy sources.  

  

5. Emphasize the importance of the real estate housing sector as a provider of necessary service to 

society to bridge the indispensable need for citizen's life and stability as well as being an essential 

source of economic and investment transactions in the community and adopt regulations and laws 

that guarantee that real estate will not be exploited as a merely profit-making commodity only.  

6. Increase of material and moral support to universities and research centers from public and 

private sectors to provide adequate solutions to the real estate sector issues and sustainable 

economic housing with a launch of a joint venture between academic and research institutions to 
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develop technical and engineering specifications to secure economic and friendly housing 

environment.  

7. Benefit from local and international experience in sustainable real estate and housing in terms of 

planning, management and application; and make use of local architecture concepts derived from 

the culture, heritage and available resources of the community, away from fascination with modern 

foreign models.  

8. Introduce promotional system for village residents to secure their survival and reduce their 

migration to major cities and to provide them with all upgraded services that will have greatest 

impact on reducing pressure on real estate in major cities and urban centers and strengthening 

strategic orientation towards balanced spatial diffusion on all geographic areas of the Kingdome.  

9. Develop and modernize building and planning laws and mechanisms in proportion to the 

concurrent new concepts and social changes in the interest of sustainable development and stability 

in cooperation with planning, implementation and follow-up authorities.  

10. Adopt appropriate mortgage methods which are compatible with Sharia controlling measures 

(Islamic Law) that take into account social, economic and cultural realities of society.  

11. Strengthen the awareness of environmental and sustainability principles and seek media 

cooperation in establishing this awareness.  

12. Establish a Committee from the College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam 

to follow-up the mechanism of implementing the recommendations.  

Holding the second Built Environment Development Symposium" during the period from 19-21 

November 2012, the title of which to be agreed upon through communicating with interested bodies 

and individuals in development issues from within and outside the Kingdom over the Symposium 

Web site www.bedsym.org  

 

  

Organizing Committee of the Symposium  
(College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam and East room)  
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